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18 It's almost riding season... “ =

Many of you may have put your bikes to bed last autumn/winter to give them a rest. As they have been sat idle for some

time, it is essential to check the basics before just jumping on and heading off for a ride.

Here are some pointers to check before you are back on the road...

1. Servicing — Don't leave it to the last minute to get your motorbike serviced. March, April & May are the busiest times for
the servicing department at Plymouth Harley Davidson (PHD), so book early to avoid disappointment. | have been
informed to allow up to two weeks to get your Harley into the service department. If you are on a service programme,
check with Taff at the dealership to book a free collection and drop off slot.

2. Legal requirements — Your motorbike has probably been off the road for 4 — 5 months so check that the Tax, MOT and
insurance is still valid.

3. Check the essentials:
A number of simple pre-ride checks before your first journey of the day will not only save you money, but may also save
your life. Always refer to your owner's manual (RTFM) regarding technical data and specifications e.g. tyre pressures.

The acronym which many people find easy to remember is POWDER, which stands for:

P = Petrol

Is there sufficient fuel for the journey? There's nothing worse than having to remove your entire luggage 5 minutes after
setting out on your first trip. Hopefully when storing your motorbike over the winter months, you would have drained out
the fuel or at least used a fuel stabiliser to extend the life & prevent the fuel becoming stale. However if this wasn’t the
case, when you fill up for the first time, try using a forecourt high octane fuel, which will help offset the loss of octane
from the old fuel.

O = Oil and lubricants
- Is the ail level in the sump OK?
Do all the control levers and cables operate smoothly?
Brake and clutch levers and throttle operation can also be checked.
In the case of chain driven machines, is the chain lubricated and is it properly adjusted?
Is the brake fluid level OK?

W = Water/Coolant

On some bikes it is no easy task checking the coolant level, but many do have expansion tanks that show
the levels when the engine is cold.

If it is low on coolant what is the cause?

Walking around the bike, have a look underneath.

Are there any puddles of water or oil? If so, where has it come from?

It may be nothing serious but it is better to check it out at this stage than to have hot oil or water sprayed all
over you, or the back tyre.

D = Damage
Make sure that nothing is loose or hanging off, make sure that all panels are firmly secured and there are no
obvious signs of damage to items such as the wheels, headlight or mirrors. Even exhausts and footrests have
been known to work their way loose.

E = Electrics



Do the headlights and stop/tail lights work?

Are the indicators working along with the repeater light on the dashboard?

Does the horn and the headlight flash work? What about the engine kill switch?

Do all the panel lights illuminate that you would expect to illuminate?

Does everything work with the engine running as well as with it off?

Key Fob — Is it working as it should? Does the battery need replacing ready for the season?

R = Rubber
Not only does this include the obvious such as tyres, but also items such as footrest rubbers and handlebar grips.
It is essential to check and adjust, if needed, your tyre pressure before riding, especially when the bike has been sat
for an extended period of time.
Checking the tyres is not just about making sure that they are set at the correct pressure, but ensuring there is a
minimum of 1mm of tread that will last the length of your journey.
Also check for signs of cracking or any foreign bodies, which could affect your safety.

There are also items that would be worth checking that have not been mentioned such as fork seals, ensuring that there
is no oil around the stanchions, if you have panniers fitted, are they securely fixed to the bike, are your mirrors secure?
Even things we take for granted, like is the seat located properly on the frame?

These simple additional checks can usually be carried out as you walk around the bike.

You could also add "S" to the acronym so it becomes P O WD E R S.S = Suspension
Covering both the front forks and also the rear suspension. Again, check that there are no leaks and that everything
looks and feels as it should do. Pull the front brake on and put your weight forward to test the front suspension.
Is it working as it should?
Are there any leaks?

Once you are satisfied that the bike is OK, it is helpful within the first few feet of setting off to carry out a moving brake test.
You have already checked the brake fluid and the brake pressure on the lever. This test simply means applying the brakes at
low speed and ensuring it stops OK without any adverse effects on the handling and steering. You will get a false sense of
security if you have cleaned your bike and left residue from cleaning solution / lubricants on your discs, callipers or pads. Do
the moving brake test before you get too far down the road, before you pick up too much speed and before you need to use
the brakes for real!

Although this may seem like a fairly extensive checklist you do not require a degree in mechanical engineering, and with
practice it will become easier.

4. Weather — Don’t forget it will still be cold in spring, so tyres will take time to heat up, if at all. There will also be the added
hazards of slippery road surfaces, leaves, and low-lying sun. Dress for the ride and duration. You may get hot and
flustered when gearing up for your first few rides, but it will be worth it. Being cold for extended periods of time may
induce hypothermia, without you realising it, with the associated early effects including lack of awareness and
concentration. Slower reaction times will influence your co-ordination and ability to slow down or stop when needed. | do
not have to say what this could lead to!

5. Clothing — Waterproofs are still an essential requirement, as well as helmet visor demisters, and winter gloves due to the
chill factors at this time of year. A while ago, | purchased a long sleeve ‘Dealer’ T from PHD, which actually serves as an
effective thermal layer in cooler weather. Thermal undergarments are invaluable during the start of the season.

6. Regain confidence — Take it easy on your first few journeys, to regain confidence, don’t forget it may have been some
time since you last rode your Harley. Do a couple of short local journeys first.

7. Essentials — Always take a charged mobile phone with you, and check you have valid breakdown cover. Put the contact

number and your policy number in the contacts on your mobile phone. So make sure you have these items to hand when
you are out on your bike, in case you need them.

The short time you spend checking the bike over at the start of the riding season and indeed prior to every riding day, may be
the most important time you ever spend with your bike.

| look forward to seeing you all on ride outs this year.

Ride safe,

Jon



